spirit; his haire was black as a Raven, but quite white 20 yeares
before he dyed.
I remember he was wont to drinke Coffee; which he and
his brother Eliab did, before Coffee-houses were in fashion in
London.
His practise was not very great towards his later end;
he declined it, unlesse to a speciall friend, e.g. my Lady Howland,
who had a cancer in her Breast, which he did cutt-off and seared,
but at last she dyed of it. He rode on horseback with a Foot-
cloath to visitt his Patients, his man following on foote, as the
fashion then was, which was very decent, now quite discon-
tinued. (The Judges rode also with their Foote-cloathes to
Westminster-hall, which ended at the death of Sir Robert Hyde,
Lord Chief Justice. Anthony Earl of Shafton, would have
revived, but severall of the judges being old and ill horsemen
would not agree to it.)
All his Profession would allow him to be an excellent
Anatomist, but I never heard of any that admired his Thera-
peutique way. I knew severall practisers in London that would
not have given 3 d. for one of his Bills ; and that a man could
hardly tell by one of his Bills what he did aime at. (He did not
care for Chymistrey, and was wont to speake against them with
an undervalue.)
He had, towards his latter end, a preparation of Opium
and I know not what, which he kept in his study to take, if
occasion should serve, to putt him out of his paine, and which
Sir Charles Scarborough promised to give him ; this I beleeve
to be true; but doe not at all beleeve that he really did give it
him.
Not but that, had he laboured under great Paines, he had
been readie enough to have donne it; I doe not deny that it
was not according to his Principles upon certain occasions.
But the manner of his dyeing was really, and bond fide, thus,
viz. the morning of his death about 10 a clock, he went to
speake, and found he had the dead palsey in his Tongue;
then he sawe what was to become of him, he knew there was
then no hopes of his recovery, so presently sends for his brother
and young nephewes to come-up to him, to whom he gives one
his Watch ('twas a minute watch with which he made his
experiments), to another another thing, etc., as remembrances
of him; made a signe to Sambroke, his Apothecary, to lett
him blood in the Tongue, which did little or no good; and so
ended his dayes. The Palsey did give him an easy Passe-port.
For 20 yeares before he dyed he tooke no manner of care
about his worldly concernes, but his brother Eliab, who was
[132]

